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Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. 


Solid Waste Management Unit 


25% OF WHAT? 


Connecticut's Regional Solid Waste Recycling Plan sets the goal that within 
five years the state's mixed municipal solid waste stream will be reduced 25% 
by weight. This reduction in Connecticut's waste stream will be achieved by 
statewide efforts to recycle. One might ask, "How can we measure success in 
reaching the goal? Twenty-five percent of what?" 


To begin answering this very complicated question, it is helpful to refer 
to the Recycling Plan's Statement of Purpose (Section 3.0.) In this section is 
an analysis of the potential components of a 25% target. The components are 
described as follows: (For more detail see Section 3.3 of the Plan.) 


ESTIMATED IMPACT COMPONENT 


5 = 10% Residential material recovery (curbside collection, drop-off 
centers, multi-family housing programs, etc.) This will be 
aimed at the recovery of bottles, cans, papers and, eventual- 
ly, plastics from residents and small businesses. This will 
be the first, most expensive and most visible component of 
the statewide recycling program. These activities will be 
linked to the Intermediate Processing Center (IPC). 


3- 5% Mixed waste sorting (mainly commercial/industrial), often 
referred to as "dump-and-pick." Private haulers serving 
offices, factories and stores whose waste has a high per- 
centage of recyclable paper fiber (e.g., 60% or greater) 
sometimes take these selected loads to a location to re- 
move from the load any marketable quantities of waste pa- 
per. These activities may be linked to the IPC. 


4 — 8% Commercial-industrial material recovery (primarily corrugated 
and mixed paper). Private businesses will organize in-house 
systems to recover and market recyclable materials. 


2- 44 Waste reduction by the residential and industrial/commercial 
sectors. This is basically an education effort aimed at con- 
vincing people that it is both possible and important to gen- 
erate less solid waste. 


1 - 3% Backyard composting of leaves and other yard wastes. While 
the percentage of the population which will actually initiate 
a backyard system is small (perhaps 10 to 15%) the cost of 
this component is relatively minor. 


3- 5% Centralized composting of leaves and yard waste at municipal 
and regional levels. Central composting is a low-tech, in- 
expensive process, requiring limited space, labor and equip- 
ment, but this approach can reach a much higher segment of 
the population than the backyard method. 


18 - 35% (by weight): TOTALS 
26.5%: Mid-point of Range 


STATEWIDE REGIONAL RECYCLING: 
THE PROVING GROUND FOR COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 


The Community Environmental Education Program (CEEP) launched its first 
regional effort to support recycling with the first meeting of the Southeastern 
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Connecticut CEEP network on Wednesday, April 29, 7:00 PM, at the offices of the 


Southeastern Connecticut Regional Planning Agency. Participating as members of 
this network are Dana Armstrong (Recycling Coordinator, Town of Groton); 
Richard Erickson (Director, SCRPA); Roy Jeffrey and Karen Filchak (UCONN 
Cooperative Extension); Brae Rafferty (Connecticut Association of Conservation 


and Inland Wetlands Commissions); John Freedman (Connecticut Citizen Action 
Group); Karen Dole (Operations Director for WICH-WCTY Radio); and DEP's 
Information and Education Unit. The group is in the process of recruiting 
representatives of the League of Women Voters, Sierra Club, Audubon Society, 
and other organizations and individuals that can contribute to the common goal 
of earning maximum citizen participation in SE CT's regional recycling program. 


As other regions organize their regional recycling program, CEEP networks 
will organize to promote and support the effort. Anyone interested in working 
within their region as a part of the CEEP network please call Toby Goodrich at 
566-8108 (Information and Education Unit, DEP.) 


SCS ENGINEERS ANNOUNCES WASTE CHARACTERIZATION GUIDEBOOK 


Accurate information on solid waste composition and quantity is 
essential to the evaluation, planning, and implementation of solid 
waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and disposal. Too often solid waste 
management professionals are forced to use national averages or waste 
data from communities judged to be "similar". This unfortunate 
circumstance is due to the lack of funds or of waste characterization 
methodologies. In accordance with this philosophy, the Connecticut DEP 
realizes the importance of waste characterization, as evidenced in the 
March 1987 issue of the Garbage Gazette. SCS Engineers has prepared a 
guidebook for waste characterization methodologies that can be used by 
communities to conduct waste characterization projects. It is 
available at cost ($16.00), by contacting Anthony DiPuccio or Deana 
Demichelis at SCS Engineers, 211 Grandview Drive, Covington, Kentucky 
41017 (telephone (606) 341-5353). 


UPCOMING CONFERENCES 


Gazette readers by now should have received formal notice of the June 9 - 11 New 
England Resource Recovery Conference and Exposition in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, and sponsored by the New Hampshire Resource Recovery Association. 
Attendees from Maine are organizing buses, and recommend that Connecticut folks 
look into doing same. 


Fourth Annual National Solid Waste Forum on nonhazardous waste, June 9-11, 1987, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Sponsored by the Association of State and Territorial Solid 
Waste Management Officials (ASTSWMO). "handfilling, Recycling, Resource 
Recovery--An Integrated Approach to Solid Waste Manageueni”. <chere will be a 
tour of Ogden Martin Systems, Inc. Walter B. Hall Resource Recovery Facility 
featured on June 9. Registration Fee. For more details, contact Kerry 
Callahan, ASTSWMO, 444 N. Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 345, Washington, D.C. 
20001, (202) 624-5828. 


Municipal Waste Alternatives '87, September 9-11, Sheraton Boston Hotel & 
Towers. For details contact National Solid Wastes Management Association, NSWMA 
Meetings Department, Suite 1000, 1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20036 202/659-4613. 
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